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SSA teaches the U.P.'s next generation of string players through summer music education, 
connects musicians from all over the U.P. and beyond, and cultivates young musicians’ artistry 
in picturesque, natural surroundings next to a beautiful lake in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. 
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A Letter to Our Parents 
 
We hope you’re looking forward to the 2019 camp season as much as we are! 
 
Over the past 33 years, one key to SSA Camp’s success is the significant investment we 
make in earning and maintaining the trust of parents and campers alike. Facilitating a 
nature-based, fun, and musical experience in a physically and emotionally safe 
environment is just the beginning.  
 
The SSA Camp staff is committed to partnering with you to maintain open lines of 
communication and engage your child as an individual with unique needs and goals.  
 
This Parent Handbook includes information that will help us build that partnership and 
ensure weeks full of fun and wonderful memories.  
 
Please read it carefully and let us know if you have questions or need any additional 
information.  
 
We can’t wait to see all of those smiling faces and work with enthusiastic and musical 
campers! See you soon! 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Danielle Simandl  

SSA Executive Director 

 
Email: danielle.simandl@gmail.com   

Cell: 906-362-0439 
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SSA Camp Mission and Values 
 

Overview 
SSA Camp is a place where 

everyone can play, learn, and grow 

toward being their best selves. Our 

team of driven and talented 

mentors love learning together 

with campers. 

 

Mission  

SSA teaches the U.P.'s next 

generation of string players 

through summer music education, 

connects musicians from all over 

the U.P. and beyond, and cultivates 

young musicians’ artistry in 

picturesque, natural surroundings 

next to a beautiful lake in the Upper 

Peninsula of Michigan. 

 

Values  

● We model and teach self-awareness and empathy  

● We celebrate individuality; different is just different  

● Everyone deserves to be witnessed, heard, and respected  

● In music, we’re all life-long students  

● Life should be filled with creativity, curiosity, and laughter 
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Contact Info: 

 

Danielle Simandl, SSA Executive Director & Music Director 

Cell: 906-362-0439 

Email: danielle.simandl@gmail.com 

 
 

April Hickey, SSA Camp Director  

Cell: 906-286-2848 

Email: aprilelainehickey@gmail.com 

 
 

Jenna Thompson, Presbytery Point Executive Director 

Cell: 906-869-0925 

Email: director@presbyterypoint.org 

 

 

Camp Location:  
 

SSA Summer Music Camp takes place at Presbytery Point Bible Camp. Presbytery Point’s 

address is: 

211 Brown Road 

Michigamme, MI 49861 

 
The camp is located off of M-28/US 41 between Champion and Michigamme. 
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Directions: 
 

Going north on M-95, turn left (west) on M-28/US 41.  

 
Going west on M-28/US 41, continue through Champion.  The camp road is about 4 miles 

west of Van Riper State Park.  You will cross the Peshekee River and pass Michigamme 

Shores Campground.  You will turn left (south) onto Brown Road (Presbytery Point has a 

large brown sign with yellow letters at the highway).  Stay on Brown Road, taking the right 

fork and following the road to the end.  Presbytery Point has a sign over the entry road. We 

will also have our black and white SSA sign on the turnoff from the highway. 
 
Going east on M-28/US 41, you will pass by Michigamme.  Continue east about 1 mile on 

M-28/US 41 watching for the "Camp Michigamme" sign, then the Methodist Church.  Brown 

Road is the next road to the right (south).  It comes very quickly after the church, and the 

brown and yellow sign has trees blocking it until you are upon it. Turn right (south) onto 

Brown Road, taking the right fork and following the road to the end.  Presbytery Point has a 

sign over the entry road. We will also have our black and white SSA sign on the turnoff 

from the highway. 
 

 

 

Camper Mail: 
We suggest that parents who want to send letters/packages for campers bring the 

letters/packages to the SSA staff during check-in. Mail delivery can be slow, and Presbytery 

Point has been getting camper mail the week after campers leave. We can hand out letters 

and packages throughout the week if they are given to us at check-in time!  But FYI, the 

mailing address for Presbytery Point is: 

 
<Full Camper Name> 

Presbytery Point Camp 

HC 1 Box 2030 

Michigamme, MI  49861 
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Tips from the Pros 

 
Ahhhhhh, summertime… The sun is shining, birds are chirping, and dozens of kids are 
romping around camp. Summer is the heart of SSA’s mission and programming. More kids, 
more staff, more string music and creativity! 
 

● On the first day of camp, you’ll be asked to confirm information on your account. 
This process goes much faster if you review and correct any errors in your online 
account in advance.  

 
● Please allow a little extra time for drop off on the first day of camp.  

 
● It’s not unusual for some children to have a hard time saying goodbye. One thing to 

remember is that a drawn-out goodbye makes the transition harder for some kids. 
Most campers recover quickly and end up having a good day. If there are any 
ongoing concerns, we’ll be sure to call.  

 
● Remember your sunscreen and insect repellent!  

 
● Labeling your child’s clothes and belongings with names or initials helps us to 

reunite misplaced items. 
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Camper Safety 

 
Physical and emotional safety is always our first priority. We ensure quality programs 
through: 
 

● Competitive hiring practices that result in a dedicated, responsible, and caring team 
of mentors.  

● Thorough background checks on all staff.  
● Extensive staff training on child development, behavior management, emergency 

response, bullying prevention, and more.  
● At least 2 staff for every 8 campers. 
● Educating campers about common hazards in the camp environment (e.g. poison 

ivy, biting/stinging insects, snakes, ticks).  
● An organizational emphasis on engagement that places our experienced staff right 

next to your child while they learn, connect, and play. 
 

 
Water Safety 

 
SSA Camp/Presbytery Point only offers swimming at the designated water-front area at the 
Presbytery Point Camp. Firm, clear boundaries and water safety rules will be explained to 
campers at the outset of swim time each day. Three certified lifeguards (one head lifeguard 
and two assistant lifeguards) and the camp nurse will always be on duty during swim time. 
Each camper and staff member is required to take a swim assessment in order to even 
wade in the shallow waters of the waterfront area.  

 
While swimming, campers will always:  

● Be in full sight of three trained, certified lifeguards, the camp nurse, and extra 
counselors  

● Routinely practice safety drills and use the “buddy” system 
● Will be permitted to swim in appropriate designated swim areas corresponding to 

swimming ability 
● Will have multiple opportunities to retake swim assessment under lifeguard 

supervision 
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Cancellation Policy 

 
Registration Cancellations: SSA Camp offers these refund options upon written request and 
in accordance with the following timeline:  
 

● More than 7 days prior to the first day of camp: You will be issued a full refund, 
minus the $75 non-refundable deposit fee.  

● Between 7 days and 1 day prior to camp: You will be issued a half refund, minus the 
$75 non-refundable deposit fee.  

● Less than 1 day prior to the first day of camp, through the end of the camp session 
you are registered for: No refunds are available. Instead, your tuition will be 
converted into a tax-deductible donation to the SSA Camper Scholarship Fund.  

 
 

 
 

 

Behavior Management and Discipline Policy 
 

 
Our primary goal is to maintain a physically, emotionally, and intellectually safe 
environment for all participants. Our role in any behavior management situation is to 
promote the camper’s safety, comfort, and growth. We strive to prevent problematic 
behaviors and we avoid punishment as it removes a growth opportunity. Being proactive 
and preventative, using proximity and positive messages, and giving specific feedback are 
constant themes throughout staff training and are easily seen in our daily interactions with 
children. We also try to identify what may be driving the behaviors. Is the camper hungry? 
Angry? Lonely? Tired?  
 
Disrespectful behavior is often a precursor to unsafe behavior. To keep children safe, we 
strive to identify and redirect disrespectful behavior as it occurs. When redirection is 
unsuccessful or when instances of unsafe conduct occur, we follow these general steps:  
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1. Reconnect with the camper - stop talking and listen, communicate calmly, validate their 
feelings, reflect what we hear. We will reiterate or clarify expectations, making sure they 
understand, and let them know the next steps. 
 
2. The camper will be given a clear verbal warning.  
 
3. Staff will remove the camper from the group to have a longer conversation and engage 
the camper with leading questions that get them to think about what’s going on. Tell me 
what happened? What do you think should happen now? Throughout, we will maintain 
connection with the camper in whatever way is comfortable and appropriate for that 
particular camper.  
 
4. If the unacceptable behavior continues, or if the camper threatens the emotional or 
physical safety of themselves or anyone else, our staff will contact you (the parent/ 
guardian) to build an agreed-upon action plan.  
 
Any instance of direct physical, emotional, or sexual harm will result in the immediate 
removal of the camper from the group and a call home. Such instances could result in 
expulsion from camp. No refund will be given in such cases. 
 
 
 

 

Drop off and Pick up Policy 

 
All campers must be signed in and out of camp by their legal guardians or authorized adults 
who have been named in CampDoc Health Profiles. 
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Prescription and Nonprescription Medication Policy

 
SSA Camp Nurses may only administer medication to a camper with written authorization 
from a parent or guardian in the CampDoc Health Profile. The Camp Nurse will keep 
meticulous notes on all administered medications in the SSA Camp Medical Log.  
 

●  Campers are not allowed to deliver medications. Please register all medications, 
prescription and non-prescription, directly with the Nurse during check in.  

 
● At least one dose of medication must be administered at home before any 

medication can be administered at camp. (With the exception of any emergency-use 
medication such as inhalers, epi-pens, etc.)  

 
● Prescription medications must be in the original container bearing a pharmacy 

prescription label that displays:  
○ Patient name  
○ Prescribing physician name  
○ Directions for use (dosage, frequency, route of administration)  
○ Date filled  
○ Expiration date  

 
● Non-prescription medication must also be provided in the original container that 

includes directions for use. Medication will only be administered in accordance with 
the written directions. 

 
 

Financial Assistance Policy 
 

Every child deserves the chance to play music at camp, no matter what their circumstances 
may be. SSA Camp provides opportunities to break down all sorts of barriers and build 
bridges of understanding. Generous donors to SSA’s Camper Scholarship Fund allow kids 
who might not otherwise have the opportunity to participate in our programs. With your 
support, we can help campers from all walks of life:  
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● Make new friends and get to know kids different from themselves. 
● Have fun and create.  
● Learn about music and make connections with the world around them.  
● Do things they were afraid to do.  
● Feel more kind, curious, and confident.  

 
Need-based scholarships are available as funding allows. To apply, please fill out the 
scholarship portion of the CampDoc online registration by April 1st. You may apply late but 
priority will be given to applications received before the deadline. If you are applying for a 
full scholarship, you can request a code from SSA to bypass paying the non-refundable $75 
deposit fee.  

 

 

Make a Tax Deductible Donation to the SSA Camper Scholarship Fund  

 
Let’s work together to make camp at SSA an equal opportunity life-changer for any child 
who wants to participate! If you are able, please make a one-time or recurring monthly 
donation today on our secure website: https://superiorstringalliance.org/donate/ 
 
Superior String Alliance is an IRS designated 501(c)3 non-profit corporation. Our Federal 
Tax ID number is 38-2938444. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://superiorstringalliance.org/donate/

